
 

      How many times 
do you walk by that hole in 
the wall and think to your-
self. “I have GOT to get that 
fixed!”  Or maybe it’s “I 
wonder if he is EVER going 
to fix that hole?”  Perhaps 
it’s time to just learn how to 
do it yourself. Your first 
reaction may be, but what if 
I make it worse?  Look at it 
this way…  You already 
have a hole in the wall, how 
much worse can you really 
make it?  Isn’t it worth at 
least giving it a try? 

 I can’t promise 
that you will be ready to 
“hire out” your newly ac-
quired skills, but with a 
little patience, and the 
proper tools and materials, 
you CAN fix that hole and it 
ISN’T as hard as you think 
it might be. 

 First, it may help 
to know what your walls are 
made of, and what’s behind 
them.  Most homes today, 
especially those built after 
World War II, have interior 
walls that are made of 

drywall (AKA wallboard, 
gypsum board or sheet-
rock).  These panels are 
made of compressed gyp-
sum plaster sandwiched 
between construction pa-
per.  It is surprisingly strong 
and easy to install.  It is 
also fire resistant  and can 
be textured and/or painted 
to compliment the style of 
any home.   

 What’s behind 
your walls?  In most areas 
there isn’t much but insula-
tion.  In other areas there 
may be some electrical 
wiring or some plumbing, 
but it isn’t likely that either 
of those things will prevent 
you from fixing the hole 
with relative ease. 

 You don’t need 
fancy tools or materials 
simply some joint com-
pound (AKA “mud”) a utility 
knife, a putty knife and/or 
spreader, a scrap piece of 
drywall, drywall tape or a 
drywall “patch”.  All these 
items are readily available 
at your local hardware 

store. 

 If the hole is in an 
area that is out of the way 
and unlikely to be used to 
hang pictures, shelves or 
other heavy items it is best 
to use a drywall “patch”.  
There are many different 
types, but I recommend the 
type that is made of a thin 
metal mesh, with a fabric 
mesh backing, and a light 
adhesive.  These patches 
are simple to use and al-
most undetectable after 
installation. 

 If you prefer a 
more robust solution, it is 
best to use an actual piece 
of drywall to patch your 
hole.  This method requires 
that you actually make the 
hole a shape that is easy to 
replace such as a square or 
a rectangle.  Next, cut the 
same shape from your 
scrap piece of drywall.  You 
will use this “patch”, along 
with drywall tape and joint 
compound, to patch your 
hole. 

Hole? What Hole? (Simple Drywall Repair) 

New Classes Coming in June!  “Let There Be Light” (Parts 1 & 2) 

     Workshop for Women 
will be offering some new 
classes which will be avail-
able by late June.  We are 
putting the final touches on 
2 new classes….”Let There 
Be Light!”  Parts 1 & 2.  
These classes will cover the 
basics of electrical trouble 
shooting and simple re-
pairs. As with all of our 
classes there will be plenty 

of hands on practice 
throughout the classes! 

Part 1 

• Safety 
• Service Panel & Circuit 

Breakers 
• Tools, Materials and 

Testers 
• Simple Circuitry 
• Basic Troubleshooting 

• Mapping the Circuits in 
your home. 

Part 2 
• Tools, Material & Testing 
• Troubleshooting Review 

• Basic Wiring Skills & 
Techniques 

• Replacing and installing 
switches, receptacles 
and light fixtures 
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Special points of interest: 

• NEW CLASSES COMING BY 
THE END OF JUNE!! 

“Let There Be Light”  

Parts 1 & 2 

(see article below for more 
detailed information) 

• June classes are scheduled - 
visit 
www.workshopforwomen.com 

• Women Build is underway!
(www.habitatmetrodenver.org 
Visit our website at 
www.workshopforwomen.com , 
we’ll be posting pictures of 
our progress! 

Did you know? 
2x4s are not actually 2 
inches by 4 inches. When the 
board is first rough sawn 
from the log, it is a true 2x4, 
but the drying process and 
planing of the board reduce 
it to the finished 1 ½” x 3 
½”size. 

 
 
  

Name Actual Size 

1 x 4 ¾” x 3 ½” 

2 x 4 1 ½” x 3 ½” 

2 x 6 1 ½” x 5 ½” 

2 x 8 1 ½” x 7 ¼” 
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